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came. People’s lifestyle bas
teanged with a Jrmand for
"Happy Houars'. They wand to sit
back and onwind themaelves after
& hard day"s work. Ad ane point, |
wis performing almost sightly,”
AL this development  nekin-
died Tin's enthusisem for music
S paach s thad 1 decidied 50 sop
practivdeg e and ten practiseg
mvusie full-time.™

Her mvusic mepertoire haa
avalved fo inclade jarz which ghe
has developed over the years.

“Ciiven the revival of the. jaza
rend, there i a lot of work bobe
put im To koep abveat the
times, | practise s grest deal,
vically and on the plasn.” She
ook a further stride by going to
the United States for truining in
jazz. Her teachers include Mat
Hasris, Frank Collett and Dave
Packer.

TM.!}', Tan i In.‘gl]lrfﬂult

(Picture lefi): June with bassist Prof Flanafle at the Brunel Jasz Convert. (Right):
Fladhbachk Lo July 21, 1978, June, iben an Upper Six Aris studesd, performing af the
Pemang Free Schoal's Prefocts’ Might i Dragon Palace, Hotel Merlin in Peoang.

st the @moipbere Revolviag
Restaurani & Lounge, Koda
Kinabaly, perfurming solo s the
paanist-vocalind every FPriday and
Satarday nigha.

In fact, ghe performs in var-
ous conligerations. as & solo
atiste and is the Jarzchos
“Being 4 plarst has an dle-
mend of versatility. You can work
with a bassist or a drommer of
ewm wp with a bassist and &
drummer b0 form e traditional
joaz i, Al i you bring o saze-
phonist into the plcture, you have
& quarict and cven a qainict with
a violindal. The chobce ks oo™

That's exsctly what ihe has
been dodng all this whale.

From labe 2000 w 2004, sbe
performed in the IV Quanet
togeither with Vingent Chaa (sano-
phose), Swro Rsbman |dnoma)
and Suro Abmach (hass pakar) o

June — quitting law in favour of music

LAW YER burncd prasia - vocalist, hise Tin So0d Ee froem Penang may
well be 5 brend seaser 3t beast in Sabuby, quitting bew i Do of & fall-
Eirne ma et

The gultod mosaciam bas cusme & long way from e duys whes ahe
tated Smngeng abong with songs om the radio o the g of fowr

Musis nans in the famaly. Her faher, Robort Tan, was @ renovned
muskcian who led & ana brio that ed il
histels i pesons on Wﬂ? o o st NEB

“Uhne of my enrlscul mennries win of Maying and musning sround
the: howse while my’Dad’s band wan havieg reheanads™ Thn recalled
thit wook

When dw furmed enpii, o lavascal pemny ki weie the ooder of the
day. Itwas hardly Burproisg whes the started perfoeming gigs while
scill v nchool. By 16, she had panied the Associated Boasd of the Royal
Schools of Musc Orade VI Flanofore Examinstion (Theory &
Practical).,

Imicrestingly, Tan, then a school-leaver from Pening Free School,
Wil wakliag for her HSC results whien she wis focroiiod a8 & pusic
ieacher in Sahak way back in 1979,

“AL that teme, Yamaha Mutsd could mof find 2 mwsic icacher beee, 50
(T nu\.:hna-:m tawe e bt B fow thiree Mot ™ She weni
o b0 ik 8§ privale s beacher Tor two ears.. [Dhrag thas period,
ihet packed up 1o po 1o Siapapore where m,mwd nd cbisdned the
Teaching Centificate swarded by 1he Yamaha Musse Foundodion,

Upsn her et 8o Saboh, Tan accepsed an offer 1o be & resident

pianist-vicalist for a year ot Semporna Grill, Hystt Kinabgly, Kot
Kinahala until October 1957, Barly 1 1 958, sbe st ool on Adbibnlia 1o
perfonm a a sodo plagtal-vocalisf @ Let's Cuisies House, Lguicedon,
Tasmasis. " g

Whatever the case, the homs furf 14 still the best, 50 e Pturied to
Mlalayaba 1o work as & residens piads ot Melaks Orill, KL Hilten, Koaks
Lumpiar for four years until April 1992, o Pala

The ambitbous Tan, who waifiled 1o beoadén bor, life u'pat'rnf,u,
Kkilled two birds with one s, Eupurfmnd law: mtudies wj;ik'p&qu
solp plano full-time @ the Kinls Lumpur Hilon. The giay s that mosic
had seen het and ber bubby Los ihroogh iheir lyw giodies s exjérmal
mluilihwhtuml.ndlj. W

Despuite performing ux nighty o weeke, she pradusted o law with
honours from the University of London in 1993, Following & theee-
maiih Slink as a resident pianist it the Lobly Lounge, KL Regent, Keala
Lusmrpus the same yead, she weal io London, UK 10 compleie the Bar
Bxaminstion. Tan, who became & Bamister at Lincoln's lnn in July
19404, retummod 1o Sabah and practised by

Herweves, by 2003, Tan had comne to the crodsroadi of her Efe with
an irvesistible desine 1o retarm 1o ber firgt bove — music. Music was beci-
caing her b0 the bright lights of the sape again. Simply, sbe sai] good-
by b heer law boodcs for gocd, But two years carlicr, sha had formed a
musical duo with Vincent Chin wiso wis introdisced o ber a4 o young
musician with a fiery passion 1or mnsi,

“Everything jus fell into plece micely. . .the oppomunity o play gigs

ihe Shangri-la's Tanjusg Are
Riesont (Star) and Suters Harbour
Resort & -Spa, Kots Kinabale,

«She was a founding member.

In recent yeams, she was in the
IVH Trio topether with Vinoont
(avophont/conga)  and  Prof
Hamalir Mok Imam, & ioacwnod
Jarz Ewrugusn wi han plned wik
Irdcrmatienal jare artivies.

Clurrenily, be i a Professor of
Munic with the School of Arta af
Univerus Malaysa Sabab (LIMS),
The ko perfonmed by lnvitstion s
Epocial cvents.

One prestigsonn oagapomont
was Besng Owr festornd Crdenas-
mond M the  [BM-orpased
Miﬂ;ﬂ.ﬂ i o

L] i Chisag Mai,
Thailsnd

Tan and Prof Hesafls were
recently inviied Lo give & jazz con-
oort in Dandar Sén Begawan by
the Brungi Mutic Socksty. Among

et divinguinhed pocsts were e
Awidralan High Comemisubones
asd the South Koran Migh
Commimaioner.

The Jurrehton Quistel o
comtintt of Tan herelf, Prof
Hanafie (double bassithass -
tariel), Mohd Sheus Yarced
(Grommser). Mohd Nirsm Aftas
(viclinisd) asd Jasock Adem

siages of ome Life. 1 have come b
s stage whare: | wand 0 hawe e
Bberty so do what | kere 10 d6.~

learn seni? Wit i o ssore for the
el of e coming wock?™ abe
rocalbad, wiying oo tao days were
the same in handling cases.
Askod whether she can cam &
livirg ai & planis - vocalst, the has
thin 00 day & “Well, put i tuis way.
I your have & passson For ek,
Eony i B0l & ey ooaskderssion

Tan's only fegrel is porhaps
vaming down a gig offer a8 resi-
dend pianie, of the then Cheliea
Hitel, Loosdon in the cly pinctes
bedmuee of wtady ooemamdlmcnti
Har wlaiies afe
e el 0 and
e ATpaO Comiareeion



