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SOFTLY AND QUIETLY
~ ATKL HILTON

IN the ambienes of cul:

tured warmth of thae .
Melaka Greill -of Kuala |

Lumpur Hillon, aoft
tones from a distant

plano: fall subtly onlg | -
semi-atientive ears. © |||
Diners engroseed in the -

tulinary dellghts there oo+

canignally look up at g
half-remembered tune or

phrase. They only seem to

_notise the tinkier as they

walk In or:leave the Grill.|
The planist with a soft

" touch Is Juna Tan who haa
been quictly playing in the |
background alnm Hamh it

thia year,

Penang-born .Iuna (she
f.mkup music at the age of |
eight) wis encouraged by |

& talanted father who used

to hold band practices in

the home. !
+ Musle w on her a.mi.
today, It gradually ‘grows’,

on the patrons who Tre-|

quent the Grill,

June's sojourn in Kuuli
Lumpur early this year

came alter & decade of

leaching music in Sabah,

where ahe alsg prriurrnrd-
al several charity con;,

certs,

Sne allernated belwaenij
leaching: In the day and|

pleying a lew nights @

woek; but here, ahe has I:.n-; !
ken & brenk from teaching
. bo pursue a course of mulri

in the daytime.

i “I find this a challenge,
i and I enjoy the nature of

i ihe job as well as perform-
| ng bn the night and study-
‘:ng In the da}'hmu. | &he

| aays.

June's repertoire in-

i ehides old standards and

evergreens which she gen-
erally plays by ear and Lm-
provises as phe goes along.

Songs like Smoke Gels

. dn Four Byes; Love In A
¢ Many Splendowred Thing;

Some Enchinied Evening

1t and more recent hits Hike
: Dont Ory For Me drgen-
. ding spin off her fingers
.. with & tender warmth to
maich the romantic mood

and the requests from
guests.
“Most of our patrons

' eeem to prefer oldies and

songa from the ITIIJ.IlI.‘.'l.I! 2
. ghesays .\ o0y

Backgmund

“1 also prefer doing
. numbers which one can
{mprovise, If ona plays the
works of maslecs, one note
off and the whole world
knows,” she quips —
stressing her preference
tor pop rather than clas-
slea.

'Nine also dlaplays Lhe
eltt‘trunic organ and she
sings too. At the Gelll, how-
aver, the sofl tones of a
plano s more in keepling,
with the mood,

The Melaks Gelll 1s hold-
Ing & promotion on crea-
tive Malayalnn culsine this
month. And, if you [ancy a
Continental-style of serv-
Ing Malaysian food - with
good sofl music in the

background — givelt atry.

The quiet, bespectacied

. June pln?«: dally (Mon-

days to Saturdays} from
T.30prm to 11pm, Falrly ex-
prrienced, she witl play al-

moat any oldle on I“{]LH"l-t




